The Chatham Dockyard Oral History Project

Radiation Worker Questionnaire
Thank you for taking the time to fill in this questionnaire.  Your contribution will help me to appreciate the working conditions that you worked in and to understand how much protection you were afforded by your employer, Chatham Dockyard.  Please feel free to use as much space as you need with your answers and to add extra sheets or to provide me with information you think that I should know, but that is not covered by the questions.

Name: 

Trade: 

Year first employed at Chatham Dockyard:

Year left employment at Chatham Dockyard:

1. Period that you worked in the Nuclear Complex (i.e. 1970 to 1980)?
2. Were you a classified nuclear worker?

3. How were you recruited into nuclear work? (i.e. did you apply for a job vacancy, were you offered temporary/casual work, etc.)

4. Why did you decide to work on nuclear submarines?
5. Did you work in the reactor compartments of nuclear submarines?

6. Please describe your work in the Nuclear Complex?

7. Please describe your working environment?

8. Would you say that you were aware of the risks that nuclear radiation posed to your health?

9. Were you provided with protective equipment against the radiation hazard? 
10. Were you provided with information/training regarding the health risks of nuclear radiation? Please give examples if you can.
11. Did you undergo regular medicals? What did these involve?
12. Did you have access to manuals, such as BR 2101, 2202, 3000 or 3001?  If so, did you consult them often?

13. Did anyone check to see whether you used protective equipment when working in the Nuclear Complex?
14. Was it common for workers to remove their dosemeters/film badges and place them in different areas of the submarine to where they were working? Do you know why this was done?
15. Did you ever witness a nuclear accident or incident, i.e. where someone received a high dose of radiation, inhaled or ingested radiation or was injured while in the Nuclear Complex?

16. Were you ever exposed to radiation above the maximum limit? If so, what action was taken?

17. Were you ever decontaminated?  If so, what did this involve?

18. Were you ever hospitalised or subjected to ongoing medical surveillance following major contamination?

19. Do you have a copy of your dose records?  If so, are they actual figures or estimated ones following the loss of your actual records?

20. Do you know anyone who has suffered from radiation-induced cancer or leukaemia and who worked in the Yard?  
21. Do you have or have you suffered from radiation-related cancer (i.e. Leukaemia, Sarcoma, etc.)? 

22. Is it possible that you were exposed to nuclear radiation at any other place of work? Please state either the company name(s) or the type(s) of work.
What your information will be used for
The information collected from this questionnaire will be used in my PhD thesis and submitted to the University of Hull so that my work may be assessed.  The thesis itself will be published and will remain copyright of the University of Hull.  Copies will be kept in the University Library and will be sent to interested libraries including the Royal Dockyard Library and the Lloyd’s Register Library.
It is hoped that the thesis will lead to publication, in which case data collected during the study may also be used in articles and books.

Please tick the box below if you would like to remain anonymous when mentioned in the thesis and any future publications.

☐
It is also intended that a copy of the completed questionnaire will be submitted to the Royal Dockyard Library for the benefit of future academic and genealogical research.  
If you are NOT happy for your information to be used in this way, please click on the box below (or tick it if you have printed out the form to fill it in).

☐ 
Where to send your completed questionnaire
Please email your completed questionnaire to chathamdockyard@btinternet.com or post it to:

E Taaffe BA (Hons), MA

The Chatham Dockyard Oral History Project 
55 Alexandra Road
Erith

Kent DA8 2AX
